
SDG 11: 

SUSTAINABLE CITIES 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 11: Facts and figures 

• Half of humanity – 3.5 billion people – lives in cities today 

• By 2030, almost 60 per cent of the world’s population will live in 

urban areas 

• 95 per cent of urban expansion in the next decades will take place 

in developing world 

• 828 million people live in slums today and the number keeps ris-

ing 

• The world’s cities occupy just 3 per cent of the Earth’s land, but 

account for 60-80 per cent of energy consumption and 75 per cent 

of carbon emissions 

• Rapid urbanization is exerting pressure on fresh water supplies, 

sewage, the living environment, and public health 

• But the high density of cities can bring efficiency gains and tech-

nological innovation while reducing resource and energy consump-

tion 

 



GOAL 11: Targets 

• By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable 

housing and basic services and upgrade slums 

• By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustain-

able transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably by 

expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of 

those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with dis-

abilities and older persons 

• By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and ca-

pacity for participatory, integrated and sustainable human settle-

ment planning and management in all countries 

• Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural 

and natural heritage 

• By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the num-

ber of people affected and substantially decrease the direct eco-

nomic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by 

disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on pro-

tecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations 

• By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of 

cities, including by paying special attention to air quality and mu-

nicipal and other waste management 



GOAL 01: Targets 

• By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, 

green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, 

older persons and persons with disabilities 

• Support positive economic, social and environmental links be-

tween urban, peri-urban and rural areas by strengthening nation-

al and regional development planning 

• By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human 

settlements adopting and implementing integrated policies and 

plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adap-

tation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and 

implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management at all lev-

els 

• Support least developed countries, including through financial and tech-

nical assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing 

local materials 





The impacts of COVID-19 are exacerbating the vulnerability of 

slum dwellers and those living in informal settlements. Many of 

these urban residents already suffer from inadequate housing with 

limited or no access to basic infrastructure and services, including 

water, sanitation and waste management. Overcrowding of pub-

lic transportation and limited health-care facilities have had a cat-

astrophic effect on these communities, turning them into epicen-

tres within epicentres.  

Changes in the proportion of urban population living in slums in develop-

ing countries, 2000 to 2014 and 2014 to 2018 (percentage) 

Concerted efforts by national governments, city authorities and 

other stakeholders led to a significant decline in the proportion of 

the urban population living in slums – from 28 per cent in 2000 to 23 

per cent in 2014. Alarmingly, that trend has reversed as rapid ur-

banization outpaces the development of housing, infrastructure 

and services. The proportion of the urban population living in slums 

rose to 24 per cent in 2018, or over 1 billion people, due to increas-

es in Northern Africa and Western Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. 



 



 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  WHAT IS THE USE  

OF A HOUSE  

IF YOU DON’T HAVE 

A DECENT PLANET  

TO PUT IT ON? 
- HENRY DAVID THOREAU 
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